



































Notice requirements. She asked the Board to determine which specifc rules sections rhe Taskforce
should be reviewing in their upcoming Taskforce meeting which is currently set #r September 8,
2021 so that it can be properly listed on the Public Notice.

Ms. Wallace also added that the Board nlav wish to consider striking Senion .11 from the list ofthe
8 rules Fr review, seeing that this rule h[s-a recent revision thatis in inter-al review.

Dr. Cooper discussed the list of rule se ti"ns the board last reviewed. He.tecommended sections Fr
the September meeting:

* .08 Corporate or Business Names and Advertising
¢ .09 Ocular and Contact Lens t,rescriptions and Office Equipment

A motion was made by Dr. Steele Fr the Taskforce to review 08 and .09 in the September meeting,
with a second made by Dr. Young. There was no discussion of the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

Dr. Cooper asked if Taskforce Members' are eligible for travel reimbursements. Ms_Wallacenoted

that travel reimbursements and per dielrls are only applicable to Board Members, as appointed by
the Governor’s Office.

Dr. Cooper asked if the Board can pass a motion to cover travel expenses for these velunteers in
light of the current excess in the cumulative carryover funds and Ms, Wallace explained that these
Tnds cannot be used in this manner.

CSMD Report

Dr_ Tharp atended the June 22, 2021 :.CSMD meeting and provided highlights of that meeting_
Topics included statistics regarding drg overdoses in TN, prescription data, prescriber rporting
measures, pharmacy programs, opioids ¥r non-surgical dental procedures, comparisons between
specialties, and rhe number of pain mart agement linic inspections occluTing during the Covid-19
plndemic. There are no data privacy concerns or data breaches Doted to-dtte regarding CSMD data.
The Tenncare chronic opioids use and number of pills numbers have de-reased. BESMART
progmr: data was presented and the rpioids strategy for the Dental program has significantly
reduced the number of opioid dental prescriptions. The next meeting is scheduled ¥r October 12,
2021.

Discuss and take action as necessary regarding Rulemaking, Rulemaking Hearings, Rule
Amendments, and Policies

Injectable Certifcation Policy Update — Reinstatement Considerations
Ms. Wallace presented an inquiry that the Administrative Offce received fom an individual who
was licensed prior to the rle requiring injectable cellification, who was interested in what would be
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{
required for them to be able to reinstate their license.

As Mr. Winters and Ms. Wallace reviewed the request in conjunction with the board statutes and
rules, it was found that the rules already make provision for this requirement. Therefore, in order to
assist with clarifying this requirement the Board Members wa  presented with an expanded version
of the current Injectable Policy Statement which adds ene new paragraph at the bott m that speaks
directly to individuals wishing to reinstat their license. The updated dratt of the poli y reads as
follows:

The draft of the updated policy reads as follows:

TENNESSEE BOARD q:F OPTOMETRY POLICY STATEMENT ON
INJECTABLE CERTIFICATION AND LICENSURE

All new applicants for licensure must complete parts one (1), two (2), and three (3) of the
NBEO exam, as well as the Injectiens Skills Exam (ISE) by the NBEO. However, the Board
recegnizes that there are optemetrists who may have been licensed in other states prior 1o the
inclusion of the Injectable Skills Exam (ISE) of the NBEO exam.

When an optometrist whose initial clate of licensure was prior to 2012 applies for a Tennessee
license, the Board may waive the Injectable Skills Exam (ISE) requirement upon a
demonstration of the applicant’s clinical competency in the use of injectables. This clinical
competency may be demonstrated ithreugh provision of transcripts or other documentary
proof that injectable certification was obtained while the applicant was in optometry school,
or that such certification was obtained through a course offered by a provider recognized by
the Board.

This waiver is available only to applicants who were initially licensed prior to the
inclusion of the injectable Skills Exam of the NBEO exam on 8/1/2012.

Additionally, any @ptometrist wishilijg to reinstate their license due to a lapsed license er bring
a license out ef retirement shall be treated as an applicant for licensure in accordance with Rule
1045-02-.84 and shall be required; to be injectable certified. To be injectable certified, an
Optometrist must demonstrate clinical competency in the use of injectable through transcripts
ov ather locumentary proof that nuectablc certification was obtained either v hile the applicant
was in aptometry school or that such certification was obtained through a course oftered by a
provider recognized by the board prior to being reinstated.

The Board discussed the timing and availability of injectable cextification course offerings. It was
noted that at the time of this meeting, the NBEO’s website listed good availability, with
approximately 40 different appointments available for the ISE in just the month of August alone.

Ms. Wallace commented that at some point the Board deemed it necessary to add a rule requiring
injectable certification and then made the allewance for new licensees to come into the state who
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had not taken the ISE or the NBE® Part Il to prove they had that certification through these outside
sources. At a previous Board Meeting the! Board did vote to also approve any injectable certification
course¢ provided by any accredited college or school of Optometry which provides additional
opportunities for certification.

A motion was made by Dr. Cooper to approve the amended policy as written, with a second made
by Dr. Young. There was no discussion of the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Correspondence Review

ARBO Reflection on Li ensing Exams in the Pandemic

Ms. Wallace presented this item that was provided by ARBO for the Boards information only and
requires no action by the Board. It isa reflective letter from ARB® President Patrick O’Neill
looking back on Exams in 2020, highlighting the fle~ibility he noted of NBEQ during 2020.

ASCQ Cultural Competence Reqguest

Ms. Wallace presented this item that ivas provided by Carol Brubaker, of the Association of
Schools and Colleges of Optometry making a request for the board to consider requiring cultural
competence training as part of the licensure process.

Dr. Tharp made a motion to review Rules section .05 regarding Continuing Education in the
October Board meeting, with a second by Dr. Cooper. There was no discussion of the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.

NBEQ Reilections 5.12.21

Ms. Wallace presented this item that wds provided by NBE® for the Boards information only and
requires no action by the Board. It is a reflecti e statement directly from NBE® discussing their
etforts during the pandemic and indicating that the class of 2021 was on track to complete this
testing year on time, as of the writing of the letter on May 12, 2021.

ARBQO Committee Volunteer Request

Ms. Wallace presented this item that was submitted by ARBO in their efforts to provide volunteer
opportunities fer serving on an ARBO Committee. The form with its instructions is available to the
Board Members, should the Board Members wish to apply to serve in this capacity. She noted that
in accordance with the Board’s Conflict of Interest Policy, sheuld & Board Member serve in this
manner, the Board Member will need to!disclose it to the Board in writing, and are required to keep
all involvement completely separated from the work on the Board, noting that it could present the
need for the Board Member to recuse from certain board discussions, where a potential or perceived
conflict could occur.
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Conference/Event Reports

ARBO Annual Meeting — Event Reports from Attendees

Dr. Tharp presented the review of the ARBO Annual Meeting held virtually on June 19, 2021.
Board Training was held by Dale Atkmson The topl(, was ‘What Do Optometry Boards Do?” They
reviewed topics such as protect the pubhc ensuring regulation and compliance, telemedicine,
COPE’s new standards, COPE’a new website and logo and stated that COPE distance learning witt
continue through Becember 31, 2021, NBEO has restructured Part 111 of the exam, has a new
website and the patient encounters and performance skills areas have experienced some changes.
Boatd Members cannot sponsor a candidate who has failed the NBEOQ. Exam results take 6 weeks
to rule eut cheating, if found cheating, then the Candidate is disbarred for a peried, or the state
boards can override.

Dr. Cooper briefly discussed Dale Atkinson’s comment that boards have professional members to
increase the efficiency of government and bring insight to public members to increase the efficiency
that decisions and action can be made in protecting the public.

Mr. Winters cenfirmed he will be atteq'ding the FARB Conference September 30, 2021 through
October 3, 2021.

TAOP Annual Congr ss — Gatlinburg, TN October 14 — 17,2021

Ms. Wallace noted that the Board can: vote ta potentially sponsor up to three attendees for a
conference. No reservations or registraftions should be made, however, confirmation is received
from the Administrative Office that the attendance has been approved internally. Those who do
attend, will be expected to provide a réport back to the Board of highlights and information of
particular interest and applicability to the Board.

The Board did not indicaie any interest in sponsoring attendance at this meeting, so no action was
taken.

Discuss Old & New Board Business

There have been no new or old business jitems presented for review on today’s agenda. Should any
Board Member have a topic they would' like presented at a future meeting, they can submit that to
the Administrative Office up to 30 days prior to any regularly scheduled meeting fer inclusion on
the agenda.

Call fer Public Cemment

Ms. Wallace opened the meeting for one final opportunity to make public comments before the end
of the meeting, also noting again that public comments may also be submitted in writing and sent by
mail to The TN Board of Optometry, 665 Mainstreamn Drive, Nashvitle, TN 37243 or sent via email
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to Unit3HRB.Health@tn.gev.
Ne one requested te make a Public Comment.

Adjourament

|
A motien was ma le by Dr. Young to adjéurn, with a second made by Dr. Sieele. There was no
discussinn of the motion. The metion passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:28 am CST

These Minutes were Ratified by the Board on October 6, 2021.
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