
























Notice requirements. She asked the Board to determine which specific rules sections rhe Taskforce 
should be reviewing in their upcoming Taskforce meeting which is currently set for September 8, 
2021 so that it can be properly listed on the Public Notice. 

Ms. Wallace also added that the Board n�av wish to consider striking Senion .11 from the list of the 
8 rules for review, seeing that this rule h,�s-a recent revision that is in internal review. 

Dr. Cooper discussed the list of rule se ti'ons the board last reviewed. He. tecommended sections for 
the September meeting: 

• .08 Corporate or Business Names and Advertising
• .09 Ocular and Contact Lens t,rescriptions and Office Equipment

A motion was made by Dr. Steele for the: Taskforce to review _08 and .09 in the September meeting,
with a second made by Dr. Young. There was no discussion of the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Dr. Cooper asked if Taskforce Members! are eligible for travel reimbursements. Ms_ Wallacenoted 
that travel reimbursements and per die1r1s are only applicable to Board Members, as appointed by 
the Governor's Office. 

Dr. Cooper asked if the Board ean pass a motion to cover travel expenses for these volunteers in 
light of the current excess in the cumulative earryover fonds and Ms. Wallace explained that these 
funds cannot be used in this manner. 

CSMDReport 
I 

Dr_ Tharp attended the June 22, 2021 :CSMD meeting and provided highlights of that meeting_ 
Topics included statistics regarding drng overdoses in TN, prescription data, prescriber reporting 
measures, pham1acy programs, opfoids r for non-surgical dental procedures, comparisons between 
specialties, and rhe number of pain mat agement linic inspections occLuTing dmU1g the Covid-19 
p1:1ndemic. There are no drtta privacy co1�cerns or data breaches □oted to-dt1te regarding CSMD data. 
The Tenncare chronic opioids use and number of pills numbers have de -reased. BESMA RT 
progrnr:n data was presented and the ripioids strategy for the Dental program has significantly 
reduced the number of opioid dental prescriptions. The next meeting is scheduled for October 12, 
2021. 

Discuss �md fake �tction as necessnry .-:·�garding Rnlemaking, Rulemaking Hearings, Rule 
Amendments, nnd Policies 

Injectable Certification Policy Update - Reinstatement Considerations 
Ms. Wallace presented an inquiry that the Administrative Office received from an individual who 
was licensed prior to the rnle requiring ii1jectable ce11ification, who was interested in what would be 
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I 

required for them to be able to reinstate their license. 

As Mr. Winters and Ms. Wallace revie\ved the request in conjunction v.rith the board statutes and 
rnles, it was f◊Llnd that the rules already 1�1ake provision for this requirement. Therefore, in orde1· to 
assist with clarifying this requiremem: the Board Members wa presented with an expanded verSion 
of the current 1njectable Policy SMernerit which adds one new paragraph at the bott m that speaks 
d.it:ectly to individuals wishing ta reinstat their license. The updated draft of the poli y reads as
follows:

The draft of the updated policy reads as follows: 

TENNESSEE BOARD q:F OPTOME'l'RY POLICY STATEMENT ON 
INJECTAl:lLE CERTIFICATION ANO LICENSURE 

All new applicants for licensure rnt�st complete pa1is one (l), two (2), and three (3) of the 
NBEO exam, as well as the Injectio1�s Skills Exam (ISE) by the NBEO. However, the Board 
recognizes that there are optometrists who may have been licensed in other states prior ro the 
inclusion of the Injectable Skills Exa� (ISE) of the NBEO exam. 

I 

When an optometrist whose initial d�te of licensure was prior to 2012 applies for a Tennessee 
license, the Board may waive the Injectable Skills Exam (TSE) requirement upon a 
de,monstration of the applicant's clihical competency in the use of it�jectables. This clinical 
competency tnay be demonstrated jthrough provision of transcripts or other documentary 
proof that injectable certification was obtained while the applicant was in optometry school, 
or that sucl1 certification was obtained through a course offered by a provider recognized by 
the Board. 

This waiver is available only to applicants who were initially licensed prior to the 
indusion of the iqjectable Skills Exafll of the NBEO exam on 8/l/2012. 

i 

Additionally, any Optometrist wishifig to reinstate their license due to a lapsed license or bring 
a license ottt of retirement shall be treated as an applicant for Ii censure in accordance with Rule 
1045-02-.04 and shall be requiredi to be injectable certified. To be injectable certified, an 
Optometrist mu.st dernonstrate clinidaJ corni:ietency 'in the use of injectabl�i throtJgh transcripts 
or other locurnentary proof that inActable cettiftcation was obtained either , ltile the applicant 
was in optometty school or that su�h certification ,vas obtained 1brough a course offered by a 
provider recognized by the board pri:or to being reinstated. 

The Board discLlSsed the timing and avlilability of injectable ce1tification course offerings. It was 
noted that at the time of this rneeti'.ng, the NBEO's website listed good availability, with 
approximately 40 different appointments available for the ISE in just the month of August alone. 

Ms. Wallace commented that at some r,oint the Board deemed it necessary to add a nde requiring 
injectable certification and then made the allowanc:e for new licensees to come into the state who 

I 
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had not taken the fSE or the NBEO Part Ill to prove they had rhat certification through these outside 
sources. At a previous Board Meeting the: Board did vote to also approve any inje-ctable ce1tification 
course provided by any accredited college or school of Optometry which provides additional 
oppo11unities for certification_ 

A motion was made by Dr. Cooper to aRprove the amended policy as written, with a second made 
by Dr. Young_ There was no discussion ohhe motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Correspondeut.e Review 

ARBO Reflection on Li .cnsing Exams iti the Pandemic 

Ms. Wallace presented this item that wa� provided by ARBO for the Boards inforn1ation only and 
requires no action by the Board. It is /a reflective letter from ARBO President Patrick O'Neill 
looking back on Exams in 2020, highlighting the fle,•ibility he noted ofNBEO during 2020. 

ASCO Cultural Competence Reqt1est 

Ms. Wallace presented this item that {vas provided by Carol Brubaker, of the Association of 
Schools and Colleges of Optometry mal�ing a request for the board to consider requiring cultural 
competence training as part of the licensure process. 

' 

Dr. Tharp made a motion to revie\'V Rules section .05 regarding Continuing Education in the 
October Board meeting, with a second by Dr. Cooper. There was no discussion of the motion. The 
motion passe,d unanimously. 

NBEO Reflections 5.12_21 

Ms. Wallace presented this item that ,ds provided by NBEO for the Boards information only and 
requires no action by the Board. lt is a reflecti e statement directly from NBEO discussing their 
efforts during the pandemic and indicating that the class of 2021 was on track to complete this 
testing year on time, as of the writing of fhe letter on May 12, 2021. 

AR.BO Committee Volunteer Request 
I 

Ms. Wallace presented this item that w$ submitted by ARBO in their efforts to provide volunteer 
oppmtunities for serving on an ARBO qommittee. The fonn with its instructions is available to the 
Board Members, should the Board Me111bers wish to apply to serve in this capacity_ She noted that 
in accordance with the Board's Conflict of Interest Policy, should a Board Member serve in this 
manner, the Board Member will need to:ciisclose it to the Board in writing, and are required to keep 
all involvement completely separated from the work on the Board, noting that it could present the 
need for the Board Member to recuse frqm certain board discussions, where a potential or perceived 
conflict cotild occur. 
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Con fern.nee/Event Reports 

ARBO Annual Meeting -Event Reports from Attendees 

Dr. Tharp p resente{l the review of the ,f\.RBO Annual Meeting held virtually on June 19, 2021. 
Board Training was held by Dale Atkinson_ Th� topic ,vas 'What Do Optometry Boards Do?" They 
reviewed topics such as protect the pt\blic, er1suring regulation and compliance, telemedicine, 

--- -c�OPE's new standards, COPE�a new we6sitifl.H1O-1ogo -an~d-stated�hat-e0-PE--distance-leaming-wiH­
continue through December 31, 202 l. :NBEO has restructured Part Ill of the exam, has a new 
website and the patient encounters and perfo1mance sk.ills areas have experienced some changes. 
Board Ivtembers cannot sponsor a candidate who has failed the NBEO. Exam results take 6 weeks 
to rule out cheating, if found cheating, thm the Candidate is disbarred for a period, or the state 
boards can ovenide. 

' 

Dr. Cooper briefly discussed Dale Atkidson's comment that boards have professional members to 
increase the efficiency of government. an11 bring insight to public members to increase the efficiency 
that decisions and action can be made in protecting the public. 

Mr. Winters conftnned he will be atte�ding the .FARB Conference September 30, 202 I through 
October 3, 2021. 

T AOP Annual Con gr ss - Gatlinburg, TN October l 4 - 17, 2021 

Ms. Wallace noted that the Board can!: vote to potentially sponsor up to three l'ittendees for u 
conference. No reservations or registdtions should be made, however, confirmation is received 
from the Administrative Office that thd anendance has been approved internally. Those who do 
attend, will be expected to provide a report back to the Board of highlights and information of 
paiiicular interest and applicability to the Board. 

I 

The Board did not indicate any interest 111 sponsoring attendance at this meeting, so no action was 
taken. 

Discuss Old & New Board Business 

There have been no new or old business ,items presented for review on today's agenda- Should any 
Boru·d Member have a topic they would' like presented at a future meeting, they can submit that to 
the Administrative Office up to 30 day� prior to any regularly scheduled meeting for inclusion on 
the agenda. 

Call fol· Pnblic Comment 

Ms. Wallace opened the meeting for one final opportunity to make public comments before the end 
of the meeting, also noting again that public comments may also be submitted in writing and sent by 
mail to The TN Board of Optometry, 665 Mainstteam Drive, Nashville, TN 37243 or sent via email 
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to Unit3HRB.Health@t.n.gov. 
No one requested to make a Public Com�1ent. 

Adjournment 

A mCHion was m:i.le by De Young to adj6w-n, ,._d.tb a second rn@e.by D[� Src:.e.te. tli�re was no 
discussion of the mot-ion. The motiol'.l passed unanimous.ly. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11 :28 am 9ST 

These Minutes were Ratified by the Board on October 6, 2021. 
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